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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to Providing Postal Services. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section 
made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 8, 9, 11, 20, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Christoph Kunde et al. (US Patent No. 6,178,410) hereinafter referenced as Kunde. 

As for Claim 1: 

Kunde discloses a method and system comprising: a system for providing postal 
services to a plurality of remote postal printing stations, (col.2, lines 56-57, base station 
fashioned for communications with further stations) said system comprising: a 
communications facility for conducting communications between said system and said 
remote postal printing stations; (figl, element 13,20, communication links) and a 
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plurality of services provided by said system to said remote stations when said remote 
stations access said system using said communications facility (col. 7, lines 7-12, 
individual stations arranged for station to station process and for communication among 
stations). 

As for Claim 8: 

Kunde discloses a method and system comprising: the combination with at least 
one of said plurality of remote postal printing stations (col.2, lines 54-55, mail processing 
composed of a number of stations). 

As for Claim 9: 

Kunde discloses a method and system comprising: wherein each of said postal 
printing stations has a monitor for determining when any service is being accessed, said 
monitor providing a signal to all other services that a service can be provided to said 
remote station (fig 3c, element 4, display unit). 

As for Claim 11: 

Kunde discloses a method and system comprising: a system for providing postal 
services to a plurality of remote postal printing stations, (col.2, lines 56-57, base station 
fashioned for communications with further stations) said system comprising: a 
communications facility for conducting communications between said system and said 
remote postal printing stations; (figl, element 13,20, communication links) and a 
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plurality of services provided by said system to said remote stations when said remote 
stations access said system using said communications facility (col. 7, lines 7-12, 
individual stations arranged for station to station process and for communication among 
stations). 

As for Claim 20: 

Kunde discloses a method and system comprising: the combination with at least 
one of said plurality of remote postal printing stations (col. 2, lines 54-55, mail processing 
composed of a number of stations). 

As for Claim 21: 

Kunde discloses a method and system comprising: wherein each of said postal printing 
stations has a monitor for determining when any service is being accessed, said monitor 
providing a signal to all other services that a service can be provided to said remote station (fig 

3c, element 4, display unit). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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3. Claims 16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 1 12, second paragraph as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 16 is directed to a "default interface". However the body of the claim recites 
communication structure ("if the default system fails"), therefore it's not clear to one 
skilled what the scope of the Applicant's claim. 

Claim 18 is directed to "application programming". However the body of the claim 
recites "interfaces working simultaneously", therefore it's not clear to one skilled what 
the scope of the Applicant's claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5,6, 7, 15, 17, 19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Kunde et al.(US Patent No 6,178,410) and in further view of Andrew Sutherland et al. 

(US Patent No 6,609,1 17) hereinafter referenced as Sutherland. 
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As for Claim 5: 

Kunde discloses a method and system but lacks wherein; said communications facility 
includes an interface for Internet communication and an interface for modem communication. 

Sutherland discloses a method and system wherein; said communications facility includes 
an interface for Internet communication and an interface for modem communication (col.2, lines 
31-34), distributing postage over a public network. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Kunde's method and system in conjunction with Sutherland system to 
emulate a invention that deals with said communications facility includes an interface for Internet 
communication and an interface for modem communication, distributing postage over a public 
network, which additionally verifies the products data and its origin (col.2, lines 31-34). 

As for Claim 6: 

Kunde discloses a method and system but lacks wherein, said interface for internet 
communication includes a remote access server and a plurality of application programming 
interfaces. 

Sutherland discloses a method and system wherein; said interface for internet 
communication includes a remote access server and a plurality of application programming 
interfaces (col.4, lines 8-10 and 17-18) and ( fig 1, element 20), network interface, public 
network, and server and stored programs. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Kunde's method and system in conjunction with Sutherland 
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system to emulate a invention that deals interface for internet communication includes a remote 
access server and a plurality of application programming interfaces, network interface, public 
network, and server and stored programs, which additionally verifies the products data and its origin 
(col.4, lines 8-10 and 17-18) and (fig 1, element 20). 

As for Claim 7: 

Kunde discloses a method and system but lacks wherein, further comprising a monitor for 
determining when any service is being accessed, said monitor providing a signal to all other 
services that a service can be provided to said remote station. 

Sutherland discloses a method and system wherein further comprising a monitor for 
determining when any service is being accessed, said monitor providing a signal to all other 
services that a service can be provided to said remote station (col.4, lines 24-26), video display 
device used to display output information to an operator on a screen. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Kunde's method and system in conjunction with comprising a 
monitor for determining when any service is being accessed, said monitor providing a signal to 
all other services that a service can be provided to said remote station, video display device used 
to display output information to an operator on a screen, which additionally verifies the products 
data and its origin (col.4, lines 24-26). 



Application/Control Number: 09/781,689 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3629 

As for Claim 15: 

Kunde discloses a method and system but lacks wherein; said communications facility 
includes an interface for Internet communication and an interface for modem communication. 

Sutherland discloses a method and system wherein; said communications facility includes 
an interface for Internet communication and an interface for modem communication (col.2, lines 
31-34), distributing postage over a public network. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Kunde's method and system in conjunction with Sutherland system to 
emulate a invention that deals with said communications facility includes an interface for Internet 
communication and an interface for modem communication, distributing postage over a public 
network, which additionally verifies the products data and its origin (col.2, lines 31-34). 

As for Claim 17: 

Kunde discloses a method and system but lacks wherein, said interface for internet 
communication includes a remote access server and a plurality of application programming 
interfaces. 

Sutherland discloses a method and system wherein; said interface for internet 
communication includes a remote access server and a plurality of application programming 
interfaces (col.4, lines 8-10 and 17-18) and ( fig 1, element 20), network interface, public 
network, and server and stored programs. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Kunde's method and system in conjunction with Sutherland 
system to emulate a invention that deals interface for internet communication includes a remote 
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access server and a plurality of application programming interfaces, network interface, public 
network, and server and stored programs, which additionally verifies the products data and its origin 
(col.4, lines 8-10 and 17-18) and (fig 1, element 20). 

As for Claim 19: 

Kunde discloses a method and system but lacks wherein, further comprising a monitor for 
determining when any service is being accessed, said monitor providing a signal to all other 
services that a service can be provided to said remote station. 

Sutherland discloses a method and system wherein further comprising a monitor for 
determining when any service is being accessed, said monitor providing a signal to all other 
services that a service can be provided to said remote station (col.4, lines 24-26), video display 
device used to display output information to an operator on a screen. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Kunde's method and system in conjunction with Sutherland 
system to emulate a invention that deals with comprising a monitor for determining when any 
service is being accessed, said monitor providing a signal to all other services that a service can 
be provided to said remote station, video display device used to display output information to an 
operator on a screen, which additionally verifies the products data and its origin (col.4, lines 24-26). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2,3)4,10,12,13,14, and 22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Kunde et al.(US Patent No 6,178,410) and in further view of Yukee Yeung et al. 

(US Patent No 6,101,487) hereinafter referenced as Yeung. 

As for Claim 2: 

Kunde discloses a method and system but lacks wherein, said services include at least 
one selected from the group consisting of: 
a key management system; 
a funds telemetering system; 
a software updating system; 
a postal rate updating system; 

an address cleansing system; a postal account management system; 
and a postal statistics server system. 

Yeung discloses a method and system wherein said services include at least one selected 
from the group consisting of: a key management system; a funds telemetering system; a software 
updating system (col.2, lines 28-30; application software); a postal rate updating system(col.4, 
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lines 40-43; values of postal products); an address cleansing system (col.l, lines 65-67; generates 
addresses); a postal account management system (col.4, lines 9-14; all accounts, commercial and 
debit); and a postal statistics server system (col.4, lines 43-45; verified according to statistical 
basis) . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Kunde's method and system in conjunction with Yeung system 
to emulate an invention that deals with a funds telemetering system; a software updating system 
(col. 2, lines 28-30; application software); a postal rate updating system(col.4, lines 40-43; values 
of postal products); an address cleansing system (col.l, lines 65-67; generates addresses); a 
postal account management system (col.4, lines 9-14; all accounts, commercial and debit); and a 
postal statistics server system (col.4, lines 43-45; verified according to statistical basis), which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin . 

As for Claim 3: 

Kunde discloses a method and system but lacks wherein, further comprising facilities for 
providing services other than postal services. 

Yeung discloses a method and system wherein further comprising facilities for providing 
services other than postal services (col. 2, lines 49-54), postage metering machine, filling letters 
and shipping. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Kunde's method and system in conjunction with Yeung system 
to emulate an invention that deals with comprising facilities for providing services other than postal 
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services, postage metering machine, filling letters and shipping, which additionally verifies the 
products data and its origin (coL2, lines 49-54). 

As for Claim 4: 

Kunde discloses a method and system but lacks wherein; said services other than postal 
services include at least one of printing tickets to entertainment events and printing lottery 
tickets. 

Yeung discloses a method and system wherein said services other than postal services 
include at least one of printing tickets to entertainment events and printing lottery tickets (col.2, 
lines 62-64), printing machine. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Kunde's method and system in conjunction with Yeung system 
to emulate an invention that deals with said services other than postal services include at least one of 
printing tickets to entertainment events and printing lottery tickets, printing machine, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin (col.2, lines 62-64). 

As for Claim 10: 

Kunde discloses a method and system but lacks wherein: further comprising data 
encryption facilities, a different level of security being provided by said facilities for different 
ones of said services. 

Yeung discloses a method and system wherein further comprising data encryption 
facilities, a different level of security being provided by said facilities for different ones of said 
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services (col. 3, lines 55-58), transmitted to the server using security measures, authenticates the 
transmission that verifies the security code. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Kunde's method and system in conjunction with Yeung system 
to emulate an invention that deals with further comprising data encryption facilities, a different level 
of security being provided by said facilities for different ones of said services, transmitted to the 
server using security measures, authenticates the transmission that verifies the security code, 
which additionally verifies the products data and its origin (col. 3, lines 55-58). 

As for Claim 12: 

Kunde discloses a method and system but lacks wherein, said services include at least one 
selected from the group consisting of: 

a key management system; 

a funds telemetering system; 

a software updating system; 

a postal rate updating system; 

an address cleansing system; a postal account management system; 
and a postal statistics server system. 

Yeung discloses a method and system wherein said services include at least one selected 
from the group consisting of: a key management system; a funds telemetering system; a software 
updating system (col.2, lines 28-30; application software); a postal rate updating system(col.4, 
lines 40-43; values of postal products); an address cleansing system (col.l, lines 65-67; generates 



Application/Control Number: 09/781,689 Page 14 

Art Unit: 3629 

addresses); a postal account management system (col.4, lines 9-14; all accounts, commercial and 
debit); and a postal statistics server system (col.4, lines 43-45; verified according to statistical 
basis) . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Kunde's method and system in conjunction with Yeung system 
to emulate an invention that deals with a funds telemetering system; a software updating system 
(col.2, lines 28-30; application software); a postal rate updating system(col.4, lines 40-43; values 
of postal products); an address cleansing system (col.l, lines 65-67; generates addresses); a 
postal account management system (col.4, lines 9-14; all accounts, commercial and debit); and a 
postal statistics server system (col.4, lines 43-45; verified according to statistical basis), which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin . 
As for Claim 13: 

Kunde discloses a method and system but lacks wherein, further comprising facilities for 
providing services other than postal services. 

Yeung discloses a method and system wherein further comprising facilities for providing 
services other than postal services (col.2, lines 49-54), postage metering machine, filling letters 
and shipping. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Kunde's method and system in conjunction with Yeung system 
to emulate an invention that deals with comprising facilities for providing services other than postal 
services, postage metering machine, filling letters and shipping, which additionally verifies the 
products data and its origin (col.2, lines 49-54). 
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As for Claim 14: 

Kunde discloses a method and system but lacks wherein; said services other than postal 
services include at least one of printing tickets to entertainment events and printing lottery 
tickets. 

Yeung discloses a method and system wherein said services other than postal services 
include at least one of printing tickets to entertainment events and printing lottery tickets (col.2, 
lines 62-64), printing machine. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Kunde' s method and system in conjunction with Yeung system 
to emulate an invention that deals with said services other than postal services include at least one of 
printing tickets to entertainment events and printing lottery tickets, printing machine, which 
additionally verifies the products data and its origin (col.2, lines 62-64). 

As for Claim 22: 

Kunde discloses a method and system but lacks wherein: further comprising data 
encryption facilities, a different level of security being provided by said facilities for different 
ones of said services. 

Yeung discloses a method and system wherein further comprising data encryption 
facilities, a different level of security being provided by said facilities for different ones of said 
services (col. 3, lines 55-58), transmitted to the server using security measures, authenticates the 
transmission that verifies the security code. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modify Kunde's method and system in conjunction with Yeung system 
to emulate an invention that deals with further comprising data encryption facilities, a different level 
of security being provided by said facilities for different ones of said services, transmitted to the 
server using security measures, authenticates the transmission that verifies the security code, 
which additionally verifies the products data and its origin (col. 3, lines 55-58). 

Conclusion 

The prior art that was sited hasn't been used in conducting a decision but has been considered pertinent 
to the applicant's disclosure. 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner Jon Bass can be reached at 
(703) 305-0383 between the hours of 9-6pm Monday through Friday. The fax number where the 
application is being process is (703) 872-9306. 

If for any reason the examiner is unavailable, the immediate supervisor, John Weiss can be 
reached at (703) 308-2702. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/O Technology Center 3600 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Or faxed to: 



(703) 746-5532 (for formal or draft communications) 





JOHN G. WEISS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3800 



